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Palestinian Public Opinion on the Preferences of Unarmed and
Armed Resistance
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The Palestinian Authority today is facing enormous pressure. Lack of international
and regional political support, coupled with declining economic support and
internal legitimacy, has led to a situation in which the PA's days may be numbered.
Thisis especially true given Israel's seeming commitment to eminent annexation of
much of the PA's promised territory. But Palestinian society today has undergone
immense transformation since 1994; Palestinians are more fragmented,
demobilized, and politically stagnant than ever before. If the Palestinian Authority
collapses, and its formalized institutions which have overtaken Palestinian society
for the past two decades disappear, how will Palestinians respond? Will the
territories degenerate into violence, or will Palestinians coordinate to undertake
strategies to organize a Palestinian response? This brief review Palestinian public
opinion on preferences for non-violent strategies versus violent strategies, and
examines what variables impact this dynamic.

Public Opinion, Unarmed Resistance, Armed Resistance,
the Arab-Israeli Conflict.
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3 Ted Robert Gurr, Why Men Rebel (Princeton, NJ: Princeton University
Press, 1970).
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1 Dana El Kurd, Polarized and Demobilized: Legacies of Authoritarianism
in Palestine (New York, NY: Oxford University Press, 2020).
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4  Hahrie Han, "The Organizational Roots of Political Activism: Field
Experiments on Creating a Relational Context," American Political Science
Review, vol. 110, no. 2 (May 2016), p. 299; Giines Murat Tezciir, "Ordinary
People, Extraordinary Risks: Participation in an Ethnic Rebellion," American
Political Science Review, vol. 110, no. 2 (May 2016), p. 247.
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Pearson chi2(4) = 11.807 P value = 0.019**
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5 Kathleen Cunningham, "Determinants of Civil War and Nonviolent
Campaign in Self-Determination Disputes,”" Journal of Peace Research,
vol. 50, no. 3 (May 2013), pp. 291-304.
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